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Builders Club 

Butterfly Helpers 

The Builders Club gardening crew volunteer on 
Thursday mornings to maintain our beautiful 
butterfly garden.  Recently they planted new 
milkweed for the migrating Monarch population. 
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HOLIDAY  

SAFETY 
By Emily Abcar  

There’s nothing like the holiday season. It’s a time to 

spend with family and friends, decorate Christmas trees, 
bake cookies, and play in the snow. However, it is very 
important to stay safe. Staying safe ensures that everyone 
has a great and memorable holiday. Here are some tips 
and advice from Rosemont staff and students on how to 
stay safe for this upcoming holiday.  

Alina Samsonyan’s advice is to drive safely. “People 
tend to rush to go to places and if you’re not paying 
attention, you might get in a car accident and get hurt.” 
Whether they’re going to visit family or run last minute 
errands, people assume if they drive fast then they will get 
there faster. It’s best to give yourself enough time to get 
from one destination to another and never text and drive. 
Tanya Boodanian, a seventh grader’s tip is to be sure to 
turn off all Christmas tree lights when going to bed or 
leaving the house to prevent them from catching on fire. 
Every year about 170 homes catch on fire from Christmas 
trees, but this is unnecessary and preventable.                                  

One Rosemont teacher, Ms. Lynch, suggested not 
to text and walk at the same time. By doing this, people 
don’t pay attention and can get hurt or cause others to get 
hurt. Whether crossing the street, walking down the stairs, 
or simply walking from store to store at the mall, running 
into someone or getting hurt is a real possibly when not 
paying attention. It’s best to put the phone away and focus 
on the task at hand. The holidays are a time to relax and 
enjoy with family and friends. So be sure to keep these 
helpful tips in mind to make it a memorable year! 
 

The Helpful Time of 

the Year  By Tiffany Gevorkian  

As Thanksgiving and Christmas roll around, 
everyone starts to feel in the mood for 
giving! Some ways people can make other 
people happy is by giving. One example is 
helping out at a homeless shelter. Anyone 
can help at a homeless shelter by making 
food for them, especially around Christmas 
time. Making and giving food to  

Continued on page 2 
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Holiday Treats That Can’t Be Beat! 

By Delia Amirganian 

The holidays are coming up, that means that there will be 

lots of family coming over, giving and receiving, and lots of 
presents! One of the things that everyone looks forward to 
during the holidays is the holiday treats. Three delicious treat 
recipes are listed below: Christmas Mint Cookies, 3 Ingredient 
Fudge, and Christmas Hard Candies. Enjoy making them! 
 

 

Christmas Mint Cookies 
Ingredients: 
½ pound baking chocolate 
2 to 3 drops peppermint extract 
1 package Ritz crackers 
 

Directions: Melt chocolate over low heat. Add 2 to 3 small drops of 
peppermint oil. Mix. Line a cookie sheet with foil. Dip crackers into 
chocolate, cover, and lay on a cookie sheet, making sure they do 
not touch. Let it cool down in the fridge until firm. 
 
https://www.cheatsheet.com/life/3-ingredient-sweets-7-recipes-that-will-make-
holiday-baking-a-breeze.html/ 
 

 
3 Ingredient Fudge 
Ingredients: 
½ cup sweetened condensed coconut milk 
12 oz unsweetened baking chocolate, chopped 
2 tablespoons coconut oil 
Directions: Prepare the sweetened condensed coconut milk, using 
extra honey if desired for this fudge. Allow the coconut milk to 
reduce until it’s very thick, then measure out ½ cup and save the 
rest for another use. In the same saucepan, melt together the ½ cup 
condensed milk, chocolate chunks, and coconut oil until smooth. 
Pour into an 8-by-8 baking pan, lined with parchment paper for 
easy removal, and sprinkle in the 1 cup of walnuts or pecans, if 
desired. Place the pan in the fridge or freezer to set for at least 4 
hours. Slice and serve this fudge chilled for best texture. 
 
https://www.cheatsheet.com/life/3-ingredient-sweets-7-recipes-that-will-make-
holiday-baking-a-breeze.html/ 
 

 

Christmas Hard Candy 
Ingredients: 
3 ½ cups sugar 
1 cup light corn syrup 
1 cup water 
¼ to ½ teaspoon cinnamon or peppermint oil 
1 teaspoon red or green food coloring 
Directions: In a large heavy saucepan, combine sugar, corn syrup 
and water. Cook on medium-high heat until candy thermometer 
reads 300° (hard-crack stage), stirring occasionally. Remove from 
the heat; stir in oil and food coloring, keeping face away from 
mixture as the scent of the oil is very strong. Then, immediately 
pour onto an oiled baking sheet. Cool; break into pieces. Store in 
airtight containers. Enjoy! 

https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/christmas-hard-candy/ 
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HELPFUL Continued on page 2 

 the homeless, as well as providing the basic 
necessities, such as soap, clothing or blankets 
will give them some comfort.  

Another way someone can be helpful is 
to volunteer at an animal shelter. Anyone can 
help the shelter by adopting a cat or dog. 
Bringing blankets or treats for the animals or 
donating money to an animal rescue is also 
always appreciated. Setting up a donation drive 
for the sweet dogs and cats can get them new 
beds and toys which will be great for them. 
Search online for the nearest shelter for 
information on volunteering opportunities. 

Being with family at the times of giving 
is always the best. A few examples of helping 
the family out is setting up the table for meals, 
cleaning up around the house, helping with 
chores, and even just asking if anybody needs 
help. When it comes to a time of giving, keeping 
family and loved ones in mind is always great. 
Spending time with family may seem like 
something small, but it will actually make them 
happy. Christmas is all about giving and creating 
moments of laughter, smiles, and making 
memories! 
 

https://www.cheatsheet.com/life/3-ingredient-sweets-7-recipes-that-will-make-holiday-baking-a-breeze.html/
https://www.cheatsheet.com/life/3-ingredient-sweets-7-recipes-that-will-make-holiday-baking-a-breeze.html/
https://www.cheatsheet.com/life/3-ingredient-sweets-7-recipes-that-will-make-holiday-baking-a-breeze.html/
https://www.cheatsheet.com/life/3-ingredient-sweets-7-recipes-that-will-make-holiday-baking-a-breeze.html/
https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/christmas-hard-candy/
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   GETTING IN THE GAME 

 During every morning announcements they say “Get into the 

game” meaning that students should be involved in activities and 
clubs at school. Seventh grade student, Emily Abcar, has taken 
the statement to heart. Upon entering Rosemont Middle School, 
she decided to join the Cross Country Team. She enjoys running 
and takes any opportunity she gets to go to CVHS after school or 
on the weekends to exercise.  Emily has also been a stellar 
student. She enjoys school and learning. She was selected as a 
Spartan of the Month for October and November already this 
year! 
 Emily graduated from La Crescenta Elementary School and has a little sister in second grade that 

is currently enrolled there too. The family has a King Charles Cavalier dog named Kobe! Yes, he is named 
after Kobe Bryant. Emily loves to bake, but recently discovered that she loves cooking more. Some days 
she wants to be a baker and own her own bakery and on other days, she wants to be a history teacher. 

Being a perfectionist, Emily always strives to do the best in any task given to her. Even though 
she's very sensitive, she's also very logical. Her English teacher, Mrs. Welsh, has high praise for Emily. 
saying “Emily is an exceptional young woman who is a true representation of Rosemont's Honor, 
Excellence and Pride.  She is engaged and ready for any task that is thrown her way.  Classmates enjoy 
working with her as much as I do as a teacher.  Emily's confident, yet easy- going-chill-vibe will help her 
with challenges later on in life.  I can't wait to see what is in store for Emily's future!” 
 

Festivities in the Frost  By Isabel Haytayan 

There are many holidays that most people haven’t heard of. But the most popular ones are often during the snowy 

season. During this time of year, the streets and homes are glowing with colorful lights, and there are many individuals 
celebrating different holidays around. But do people who don’t celebrate these holidays know the history behind these 
days of joy?  

Hanukkah is a holiday that many people have probably heard of. This year, Hanukkah begins on Sunday, 
December 22 and ends on Monday, December 30, making it a holiday that lasts eight days. Hanukkah, which can also be 
spelled Chanukah, means “dedication” in Hebrew, and is a holiday to celebrate the devotion of the second temple in 
Jerusalem, after the Jewish people recovered it in the Maccabean Revolt. According to Jewish culture, the temple’s 
menorah, a religious symbol, was to always be kept burning, but after the revolt, Jewish people only had enough oil to 
keep it burning for one night. However, the candles miraculously kept flickering for eight nights, leaving them time to get 
more oil. For this reason, this holiday is often called the festival of lights, and is celebrated by lighting each individual 
home’s menorah, also known as a Hanukiah. These nine branched lampstands have eight candles that are lit, one each 
day, by the middle candle, or the Shamash, which translates to “helper.” Some Jewish people like to recite prayers while 
lighting the candles, and give gifts, while others also like to prominently display the menorah, in a window or frequented 
room, as well as frying foods in oil, or playing with a four-sided spinning top, called a dreidel.  

A marketing masterpiece when it comes to holidays, is Christmas. Christmas is a Christian holiday, celebrating 
the birth of Jesus Christ. According to Christianity, the Virgin Mary got pregnant, and was told by the angel Gabriel that 
she was to name the child Jesus, and that he was the son of God. She traveled to Bethlehem to give birth, and was given 
gifts for the child from the wise men, or Magi, and some shepherds, both of whom were guided there by a bright star. 
This story explains some of the holiday traditions that Christians partake in today, such as gift-giving, while some come 
from other origins, like Christmas trees.    Continued on page 4 
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FESTIVITIES Continued from page 3      

Most of the world celebrates 
Christmas on December 25, but 
Armenian Christmas is celebrated on 
January sixth. The reason these two 
variants of Christmas are on two 
separate days actually dates back to 
the Roman Empire. The Romans 
wanted to undermine a Pagan feast, 
so they moved Christmas so it would 
overlap. The Armenians, however, 
didn’t have this feast, nor were they 
under the rule of the Roman Empire, 
so they kept the original date. Many 
who celebrate Armenian Christmas 
celebrate with fasting, a lighter 
Christmas Eve meal, and traditional 
foods like Anoushabour, Armenian 
Christmas pudding, and Khozee 
Bood, glazed ham. No matter what 
Holiday is celebrated, the occasions 
are always festive, happy and full of 
tradition.

Laughing & Lunch 

By Celine Haghverdian 

Welcome to the Studio C Comedy Club. At this club, students watch 

funny videos, meet new people, and eat their lunch. This is the place 
to go for fun and laughs. This club is an outlet from reality. It gives 
you time to relax and just unwind.  

The Studio C Comedy Club meets every Thursdays at lunch in 
room 8302. The club is hosted by student Courtney Smith, some of 
her friends, and the adviser is Mr. Kwong. Studio C is a YouTube 
channel that makes funny skits and songs. They made one of the 
most popular songs, the Crayon Song. This club is great for Studio C 
fans, even if a student doesn’t know what Studio C is, still make sure 
to come along and try it out. Courtney Smith explains, “I think Studio 
C is funny and there are a lot of people who like it, so it’s just 
something you can do and it’s funny to watch.”  

The Studio C Comedy Club welcomes everyone, so make sure 
to stop by for laughing and lunch. Also, if wanted, bring a friend. 
Spend time at this wonderful club that has positive energy. If more 
information is wanted on this club, either check the Rosemont 
website or talk to one of the Studio C Comedy Club members. Now, 
join and have fun. 
 

By Michael DermodyTech Review: Phoning In the Holidays    

We have waited and suffered for months on end, but finally, after all this time, the holiday season has 

arrived, bringing much to the holiday table. From turkey to pies to soft, white snow, there is many a reason 
for folks all around to be merrily skipping through the journey of life, looking forward to the wondrous weeks 
that await. Within these wondrous weeks, however, most will be utterly thrilled not by the food nor the 
winter frost but by thought of the glorious holiday gifts. Some wish for bicycles, while others a pet – but this 
holiday season, the item on top of the typical list will be the Samsung Galaxy Note 10+. With that being said, a 
question appears: what does this Samsung phone have to offer? 

There are many satisfactory elements to the Samsung Galaxy Note 10+. This device, for instance, 
features a massive 6.8-inch screen; an ample amount of battery life; a tremendous amount of storage; 
extremely fast charging; a decent depth camera; good-quality videos (due to the bright, vibrant, and color-
accurate screen, along with an improved video stabilization); a good video editor (making it simple to alter 
filmed material); AR doodle (basically allowing for the drawing-on of people’s faces); a blaring speaker; a 
zoom microphone; a good-quality fingerprint sensor; the optional accessory of DeX (enabling users to 
transfer their phone’s display onto that of a desktop monitor); and lots of RAM. It also features the precision 
s-pen, with all-new air gestures, not to forget its overall stylish look. This device is well-made and appealing to 
the eye. It is amazing how much this phone can accomplish.  

Although many benefits have been acknowledged, the Samsung Galaxy Note 10+ does have a few 
negative aspects, namely its lofty retail price of $1,100 and the utter absence of a headphone jack. These are 
two very major drawbacks, yet, in my opinion, the most negative aspect of this phone is simply the fact that it 
is a phone. The way I see it, phones do not belong during the holiday season. People need to put their phones 
away for once and have some fun! It is important for all to enjoy the holidays, and, in my opinion, hoping for 
a brand new phone is simply not the way to go. All in all, at the end of the day, people can choose to spend 
valuable time with their family or +valuable time with their phone. The decision is up to them.
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CHRISTMAS THESE DAYS  By Noelani Joo 

 

THE WORST PRESENT I EVER GOT 

By Alice Kim 

Holidays are around the corner, and it is the time when people buy stuff that they don’t really need. It is 

also a time of receiving gifts. People wait countless days until they wake up on Christmas morning, ripping 
up their surprise, hoping it was what they wanted. However, not everyone receives what they really want 
at this time of year. Some students here like Lucas, Julie, Irene, Sophia and Brinae were some of the 
people that hadn’t expected what they had underneath the wrapper. 

People could say that this would be a good present to some, but for Lucas, that’s not the case. He 
had gotten pair of shoes that were too small for him to fit in, and he was really looking forward to his new 
pairs, especially because his other ones were getting dirty. His mom mistakenly got it for him as the 
wrong size. On the other hand, Julie had received an avocado, her grandma had given it to her hoping 
that Julie would choose healthier options in the future ,”I don’t know anyone who would want an 
avocado for Christmas”. Similarly, Brinae had also received her present from her grandma. Her grandma 
had hoped that she would start her a flower garden so, to help her get started, she gave her a pack of 
seeds. Irene had opened her present and saw that she had received a pack of hair-ties from her sister. On 
the other hand, Sophia had received a used book from her brother’s bookshelf. 

Not everyone receives the gifts they wish for, but everyone should appreciate what they get. 
However despite their gifts, Lucas, Julie, Irene, Sophia, and Brinae still had a great time during Christmas. 
In conclusion, the holidays should be a time, not all about the gifts but also embracing the time people 
have with their family. 

 

BOOK REVIEW: legacy     By Rachel Lee 

Shannon Messenger’s new book Legacy, the eighth book of the series, Keeper of the Lost Cities, has finally come out 

after a torturous cliffhanger and a long wait. This book has already been devoured by most fans and has dramatic game-
changers along the plot. The foundation of the series is on a girl, Sophie, who has been living with humans for her whole 
life. With a shocking secret, the fact that she can read minds, she lives her daily life feeling different than everyone else. 
However, one day she finds out she is an elf, and not the kind of elves that are on cookie packaging (also known as the 
Keebler Elves). Sophie is whisked to a new world filled with glittering palaces, intricate technology, mouth-watering 
food, and eye-catching elves with special abilities. Yet, with good news comes bad news and Sophie finds out that she 
has to leave her human family. She faces many difficult challenges and works with her newfound friends to fight a 
rebellious group, known as the Neverseen. The plot works around that and builds throughout each book. In Legacy, 
Sophie has to trust her friends and take charge. The author develops further into the characters’ personalities and dives 
deeper into their backstories. In this book, you will find moments that make your heart race, actions that leave you 
shocked, and parts leaving you curious. Starting from the first book, Keeper of the Lost Cities, work your way through 
the series and find yourself captured within every word. 
 



CONNECT THE DOTS      

By Madeleine Cho                      Answer on page 9    
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Holiday Fill the Blanks 

By Tammy Guardado 

One Christmas, Santa decided to stop making                

_______________.  (Plural noun)  He was 
growing far too_________ (Adjective)  to 
deliver  them to little _________  (Plural 

Noun)  around the world. He had _________   
(Past Tense Verb) Christmas spirit for the 
children. Santa made _________ (Noun)  for 
many years, and ______ (Past Tense Verb)   
them with care. But, he was tired, and 
wanted to spend Christmas resting with 
his__________(Noun). So he called his best 
elf,___________ (Elf Name ). Santa trained 
him/her using all his _________ (Adjective)  

______________(Noun)  of Christmas. 
Soon_________  (Elf Name)  was able to run 
the _________  (Noun ) without Santa. He 
was given the title_____________ 
(Possessive Noun)  ___________ (Noun), and 
Santa was finally able to _________ (Verb). 
Now, you may see ____________ (Elf Name) 
flying about your house on Christmas Eve. 
They will deliver _____________(Plural Noun)  
to the children and yell, 
“____________________” (Funny Phrase)  .  
 
 

HOLIDAY STORY: Expect the Unexpected 

By Daniella Avetisyan 

It was the final Girl Scout meeting before the holiday season. Troop 9487 was assigned to come up with a good 

deed to perform during the holidays, and suggestions were flying left and right. One girl loudly suggested to 
sing for the elderly at the retirement home and a lot of girls immediately went, “Ooooohhhh!” All the scouts 
loved the idea; except Reese. She didn’t see how singing for the elderly was a good deed. Wouldn’t they just 
get annoyed with the scouts and leave? No, in Reese’s mind, a better idea would have been to just collect 
money and donate it to them or drop off some warm meals. Wouldn’t that be more beneficial than a bunch of 
little girls singing off key?  

Reese tried to convince the scouts that this was a bad idea, but she was outvoted. In the end, the 
scouts decided to sing for the elderly at the retirement home next weekend. Reese racked her brain to think of 
excuses so that she couldn’t go but as soon as she had come up with a reasonable excuse, her troop leader 
announced that any girl who didn’t participate in the singing wouldn’t earn their next badge. OH, no, Reese 
thought. I can’t sacrifice this badge! So she reluctantly agreed to sing for the elderly next weekend. You can 
make me go, she thought, but you can’t make me have fun.     Continued on page 7 



What is missing?  By Chloe ban        Look at picture #1…..find the ten things missing from picture #2             

Picture 1        Picture 2    Answer on page 9 
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EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED     Continued from page 6 

The next weekend, Reese showed up last at the retirement home, minutes before they were supposed to sing. 
The first thing she noticed was that all the men and women were dressed up fancy. A little too fancy, just for some little 
kids singing to them. She also noticed that many of the men and women seemed excited to be there, unlike her. As she 
walked up to the front of the room to join the other girl scouts, she heard one lady whisper to another, “Oh, this is so 
exciting! We never had visitors at my old retirement home.”  

“We don’t get visitors too often either,” the other lady agreed. “But it’s really nice when they come! I would 
always expect them to want to go somewhere more exciting than here.” When the lady said that, Reese kind of felt bad. 
She wanted to make others feel happy, but she didn&#39;t want to sing. But it was time to start the singing, so Reese 
joined her troop at the front of the room and was dreading for the music to begin. Once it started, Reese felt very 
awkward singing with her troop so she edged to the back of the group of girls and stood there.  

Reese peeked out at the crowd and saw that all of the men and women were smiling and clapping along to the 
song. They looked so excited to be there and to see kids coming to visit them. Many of them were singing along and the 
mood was festive and joyful. Suddenly Reese felt a spark of joy sneak into her heart. She started swaying to the music 
and she started to hum along to the song. As the crowd cheered, the girls got more energetic. Without even realizing it, 
Reese was happily singing along. This isn’t so bad, Reese thought. And she started to realize that this was a much better 
deed because it was something people could actually enjoy, and that’s why they looked forward to it so much. That day, 
Reese realized that being kind wasn’t something that you could donate. And coming here and singing for the elderly was 
something they would appreciate much more because it was memorable. And being kind this holiday season is 
something all of us can do. All it takes is a little courage, and maybe you might just make someone’s day.  

That day, Reese realized the true meaning of kindness. Helping others and putting smiles on their faces. Treating 
others like you would want to be treated. Doing something special for someone really does make you feel like you’ve 
done a good deed. And you never know what people might be going through, so it’s important to always have an open 
heart and you might just make their day. And in the world we live in today, it’s especially important that we’re kind to 
one another because everyone has their own problems. Things they’re struggling with. And all we need to do is give a 
simple act of kindness. And together, we can make a difference.
 
 



 

  

ADVICE COLUMN 

ASK LILLIAN  By Lillian Nazarian 
Dear Lillian, 
 I’m not doing well in my classes. How can I change my 
grades?    Sincerely, Stressed Out 
 

Dear Stressed Out, 
You should ask any academically stellar friends or the 
classroom teacher for help on any concepts you are 
having trouble with. If you are experiencing low grades 
in one or more classes you should make a daily study 
plan that includes an additional 30 to 45 minutes a day. 
It is important to re-read the assignment so you can 
understand it better. If you are stressed out, take a deep 
breath and start focusing on your grades. Ask the 
teacher for extra credit or something that will bring up 
your grade. Start focusing on tests and quizzes because 
it’s a big part of your grade. Go over the notes you took 
in classes, study them with friend or family so you can 
have more motivation into study, and see the results. 
Hope that helps you. Lillian 

Dear Lillian, 
A lot of my friends are outgoing and amazing people. 
They all dyed their hair bright and fun colors such as, 
pink, green, blue, purple, and rainbow. I feel left out and 
I want to do the same but I’m scared. What should I do? 
Signed, Color Conundrum 
 
Dear Color Conundrum, 
Dyeing your hair a neon color will make you stand out 
positively and negatively. It only matters if you like it 
and actually want to dye your hair. It’s only hair so it will 
grow out if you don’t like it or you can dye back to your 
natural hair color. Recalling that hair dye won’t make 
you cool and awesome is important. Believe in your 
uniqueness, Lillian  
 
Dear, Lillian 
My friends are bullying me at school. What can I do to 
make it stop?  Sincerely, Being Bullied 
 
Dear Being Bullied, 
One way to stop bullying is to ignore the bully or bullies 
but make sure you stand up for yourself. Stand up and 
tell them Stop or Leave me Alone. Always make sure you 
don’t bully back because that will make things worse. 
Stay calm and talk to your friends and try to prevent 
everything going around you. Most importantly, tell an 
adult at your school so they can help you stay safe. Take 
care of yourself, Lillian 
 Page 8 

Holiday Story 

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS  

By Molly Necus 

Many years ago there was a little boy who had 

never had a Christmas. This little boy was an 
orphan. The orphanage the boy lived in he hated it 
was dirty and smelled terrible, he thought he 
would never leave.  The orphanage was very poor 
and could not afford Christmas gifts. Over the 
years, the boy had collected books about 
Christmas he would read them whenever he had 
time. The books were of Christmas stories of 
children getting what they wanted for Christmas 
and it all being perfect. This was his one dream, to 
have the perfect Christmas like in the books, but 
he knew that it would never happen well, that was 
what he thought.  

One day, a young couple walked in to 
adopt a child. All of the little kids were excited to 
have a chance of going to live in a home for the 
rest of their lives. The boy seemed sad because he 
knew he was never going to be adopted or have a 
family. The boy hid in a corner trying not to be 
seen by the couple, but the couple saw him and 
asked to adopt him. He was surprised and happy, 
he had never had a family ask about him so and he 
was excited he could actual have a loving family. 
That day the couple adopted him and everything 
was perfect.  

His new family was wonderful, he found 
himself always smiling and happy. When Christmas 
came around he was getting more and more 
excited thinking that he would have a Christmas 
like in his books. On Christmas Eve he couldn’t 
sleep he was too excited, Christmas day at 7:00 
sharp he jumped out of bed and run downstairs to 
see what was under the Christmas tree. His 
mother and father were waiting for him to open all 
his gifts. That day he got everything he ever 
wanted, but then realized that when times are 
tough to stay positive and things will get better. At 
this moment he thought about all the other kids in 
the orphanage and asked his mom and dad, “Can 
we bring some gifts to the orphanage so the kids 
can have a Christmas too.” That was what they did 
and they all had a wonderful, happy Christmas.
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By Eva Blakely                Answer on page 9 

MOVIE REVIEW: Last Christmas    By Misganech Teahan  

The movie Last Christmas is an emotional roller coaster. It’s not like the other movies all jolly and joyful. The main 
character, Kate or Katarina, has to go through many hardships with her family and her outside life. Throughout the 
movie she learns a very important lesson that teaches her to love herself and the people around her. Kate is an 
incredibly funny and sarcastic character who lights up the movie along with Santa, her boss, and her mom.  

To me it was surprising that the movie was a little funny because after all it’s a Romance movie. I was amazed at 
how the lyrics to the song, Last Christmas by Gorge Michael, connect to the movie. I was also stunned when I learned 
that every song in the movie was by him! In addition Kate’s favorite singer was of course George Michael. Kate meets 
Tom who is a very nice and positive person. He helps her when she is in need and seems to always be in a good mood. 
Something he constantly said to her was “look up.”  

The ending to the movie left those watching hopeful and sad at the same time. It was a big turn of events and 
most people didn’t see it coming. I will not spoil the details. However, I would recommend Last Christmas for people 
who like romantic comedies or is looking for a Christmas themed movie.  I give this movie 4 out of five stars.
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How Much Do the Holidays Mean to You? 

By Nicholas Vandervort 

This is a quiz that you can use to tell how much the holidays mean to you. When you answer a question, 

keep track of the letter that corresponds to the answer that you chose, and then when you complete the 
quiz, use the key at the bottom! 
 

1.     Does your family decorate for the holidays? 

a.      Yes, and I love it! 

b.     Sometimes we do… 

c.      We don’t typically decorate, but when we do I don’t like it. 
d.     Nope. Decorating is just a waste of time. 

2.     What do you like the most about the holidays? 

a.      Spending time with family. 
b.     The food. 
c.      Getting presents. 
d.     Sitting alone after family has left. 

3.     Do you generally enjoy the holidays? 

a.      Yes! I absolutely love them! 

b.     I enjoy them. 
c.      I don’t really like them. 
d.     NO. I dislike every aspect of them. 

4.     Does your family exchange presents? 

a.      Yes, as many as we can. 
b.      Sometimes… 

c.      Not usually. 
d.     Never. 

5.     Do you enjoy a holiday feast? 

a.      Yes! It is my favorite. 
b.     It’s okay… 

c.      Not really. 
d.     Eww… 

6.     Do you see most of your family around the holidays? 

a.      Everybody that can come tries to come. 
b.     Some other family members come over. 
c.      Sometimes some other family member will come to town. 
d.     No one different ever comes. 
 

 
 

Mostly a’s: You are ecstatic when the holidays roll around. You just love everything about them! 

Mostly b’s: You enjoy the holidays but aren’t absolutely in love with them. 

Mostly c’s: You don’t particularly care about or enjoy the holidays. 

Mostly d’s: You absolutely loathe the holidays and would prefer they didn’t happen. 

 


